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'peace  on  earth  .... 

We  are  motivated  by  a desire  to  bring  about  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth  through 
the  re-education  of  ourselves  to  a Christian  way  of  life.  It  is  in  this  spirit  that  we  sub- 
mit the  following  proposals: 

1.  We  urge  no  compromise  ivith  ivar  and  conscription. 

2.  If  the  present  draft  deferment  status  4-E  is  changed,  we  urge  Friends  not  to 
compromise  by  encouraging  government  or  church-administered  alternative 
service. 

3.  This  uncompromising  position  demands  that  an  effective  counselling  system  be 
established  so  that  counsellors  make  contact  ivith  every  Young  Friend  near 
draft  age. 

4.  To  strengthen  Young  Friends  in  their  stand,  we  suggest  that  all  Friends 
actively  dedicate  themselves  to  Holy  Obedience  and  the  discipline  therein  im- 
plied— realizing  that  this  may  well  lead  to  civil  disobedience  under  Divine 
compulsion,  such  as  refusal  to  pay  war  taxes  and  to  take  loyalty  oaths. 

3.  Young  Friends  should  recognize  that  a feeling  of  humility  and  spiritual 
dedication  is  essential  for  all  who  would  seek  to  enter  upon  constructive  service. 

6.  We  urge  Young  Friends  to  search  out  all  such  paths  open  to  them  in  their 
communities,  local  Meetings,  and  in  the  Service  Committee. 

As  an  answer  to  the  concern  for  1 8-year-olds  a girl  of  seventeen  said,  'T  would 
rather  that  the  groups  expected  a lot  of  me  than  to  have  it  conform  to  my  weakness.” 

FROM  COLLEGE  AGE  YOUNG  FRIENDS  TO  THE  1950  RICHMOND  PEACE  CONFERENCE 
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A POSITIVE  WITNESS  IN  TODAY'S  WORLD 

(A  statement  presented  to  a called  conference  of  Friends 
which  met  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  October  26-28,  1950, 
and  which  referred  this  statement  to  the  Society  of  Friends 
for  study,  discussion  and  action.) 

At  this  mid-point  of  the  20th  Century  this 
national  conference  of  Friends  admits  that  we  have 
been  inadequate  and  unfaithful  to  our  300-year-old 
promise  to  live  in  that  life  that  takes  away  the 
occasion  of  all  war.  We  recognize  our  share  of 
responsibility  that  this  century  has  been  one  of 
widespread,  disastrous  war.  In  this  conference  we 
have  felt  God’s  demand  upon  us  for  new  commit- 
ments to  the  way  of  love  and  peace. 

We  believe  it  our  duty  in  love  of  God,  mankind 
and  our  country,  to  restate  unflinchingly  that  all 
war  and  preparation  for  war  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  Divine  Love,  and  to  warn  all  nations — ours  be- 
ing no  exception — that  those  nations  who  rely  on 
the  sword  perish  by  the  sword.  Events  of  the  past 
two  years  cause  us  to  reaffirm  the  Richmond  Advices 
of  July,  1948,  and  to  urge  that  they  be  more  faith- 
fully carried  out  by  Friends. 

Though  we  meet  under  the  shadow  of  loyalty 
oaths,  restriction  of  liberties,  conscription,  and  a 
governmental  policy  relying  on  armed  force,  we  are 
neither  intimidated  nor  fearful.  Out  of  similar  con- 


flicts grew  Friends’  original  testimonies  and  in  the 
face  of  these  conflicts  one  of  the  most  searching 
tests  of  Friends’  principles  and  way  of  life  today — 
not  only  in  the  eyes  of  men  but  in  God’s  sight — will 
be  the  extent  of  our  enlightened  and  dedicated  im- 
plementation of  the  peace  testimony.  Both  the  un- 
escapable  involvement  of  Friends  in  a war-making 
and  war-breeding  culture  and  the  sense  Friends 
have  of  responsibility  to  society  lead  us  to  affirm 
that  more  is  required  than  refusal  to  bear  arms, 
more  is  demanded  than  opposition  to  war.  Conscien- 
tious objectors  to  evil  must  be  complemented  by 
conscientious  projection  of  God’s  spirit  into  affirma- 
tive peace  action. 

What  Friends  seek  in  this  regard  is  a total  peace 
effort,  broad  enough  to  enlist  the  support  of  con- 
cerned Friends  of  all  ages  and  varied  enough  to 
appeal  to  our  varied  abilities,  resources,  commit- 
ments and  degrees  of  courage.  This  is  not  a super- 
plan for  the  Society  of  Friends,  but  a recognition  of 
the  need  of  our  Society  to  revitalize  itself,  a feeling 
of  unity  of  concern,  and  a grass-roots  commitment 
of  individuals  to  service,  confident  that  they  do  not 
labor  alone. 

Typical  specific  plans  might  include  the  follow- 
ing (which  is  not  intended  as  an  exhaustive  list)  : 
I.  A political  world  program — 

a.  Conversion  of  the  United  Nations  into  a disarmed 
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world  community  with  law  operating  as  to  indi- 
viduals; 

b.  Efforts  to  implement  Friends’  peace  testimony 
through  Quaker  embassies  at  the  United  Nations; 

c.  Efforts  to  develop  the  conciliation  and  peace- 
making functions  of  the  United  Nations;- 

d.  Efforts  to  develop  and  strengthen  world  agencies 
for  constructive  cooperation  such  as  the  World  Health 
Organization  and  the  Food,  Agriculture  Organization 
and  UNESCO; 

e.  Spiritual  encouragement  to  political  leaders  of 
goodwill; 

f.  Opposition  to  the  rearmament  of  Germany  and 
Japan. 

II.  A religiously  oriented  world  service  program — 

a.  A pilot  project  in  relieving  tension  and  improving 
conditions  in  an  area  like  Africa  or  India,  in  which 
people  of  goodwill  from  different  countries  and  ideol- 
ogies might  share; 

b.  Other  efforts  of  reconciliation  of  East  and  West; 

c.  Relief; 

d.  Missions; 

e.  International  work  camps. 

III.  A political  program  in  the  United  States — 

a.  Critical  examination  of  United  States  policy,  with 
efforts  to  suggest  and  support  peace-making  policies 
and  to  oppose  policies  likely  to  lead  to  war; 

b.  Intensified  efforts  to  maintain  and  extend  civil 
liberties  and  to  oppose  conscription  and  universal 
military  training;  participation  in  and  support  of  the 
work  of  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation; 

c.  Efforts  to  prepare  for  and  support  steps  toward 
universal  disarmament; 

d.  Efforts  to  encourage  those  having  responsibility  to 
strive  for  constructive  and  peace-making  policies; 
efforts  to  persuade  citizens  generally  to  support  such 
policies; 

e.  Persistent  efforts  to  show  that  peace-making  poli- 
cies must  be  peaceful  in  method  as  well  as  in  purpose. 

IV.  A religiously  oriented  non-political  program  in  the 
United  States — 

a.  Efforts  to  give  practical  demonstrations  of  better 
community  relations,  such  as  Flanner  House,  slum 
clearance,  equal  job  opportunities  regardless  of  creed 
or  race; 

b.  Efforts  to  educate  young  people  and  adults  to 
awareness  of  problems  of  peace  and  of  group  and  per- 
sonal responsibility  for  them; 

V.  A program  for  individuals  in  relation  to  the  state — 

a.  Education  of  our  young  people  and  adults  in  the 
principles  of  our  Religious  Society,  as  regards  peace 
and  freedom  of  conscience. 

b.  Sympathetic  counselling  as  to  specific  applications 
of  these  principles. 

c.  Clear-cut  personal  opposition  to  actions  infringing 
civil  liberties  or  the  rights  of  conscience,  whether  by 
individuals,  groups  or  government; 

d.  Efforts  to  extend  sympathy  to  non-Friends  wrestling 
with  such  problems. 

VI.  A program  for  every  Meeting — 

a.  Endeavors  to  maintain  an  environment  in  which 
war  is  unthinkable  and  young  people  grow  naturally 
into  the  Christian  peace  testimony; 

b.  Definite  efforts  to  make  each  Meeting  a center 
for  the  local  expression  of  the  peace  program  of  the 
whole  Society; 

i.  Community  education  on  peace  problems  and 
policies; 


2.  Action  on  political  programs; 

3.  Service  for  those  in  need,  such  as  displaced  per- 
sons; 

4.  Efforts  to  eliminate  race  discrimination. 

God  does  not  demand  efforts  beyond  our  strength 
nor  frown  upon  our  partial  accomplishments  but 
He  does  demand  total  commitment — commitment  to 
the  point  of  sacrifice.  Friends  at  this  conference 
have  felt  this  call  for  a total  surrender  to  God’s  will. 
We  have  here  made  the  first  commitments  and  taken 
the  first  feeble  steps  toward  "Holy  Obedience”.  We 
ask  all  Friends  everywhere  to  share  in  our  concern 
and  its  implementation: 

1.  To  release  time  of  ourselves  and  others  to  do  this 
work  on  the  part  of  the  local  Meeting  and  of  the 
Society; 

2.  So  to  simplify  our  living  as  to  create  the  attitude 
necessary  to  that  task  and  to  free  money  for  a "Peace 
Fund".  (It  is  suggested  at  least  10%  of  Friends’  in- 
come) ; 

3.  To  utilize  the  temporary  committee  that  set  up  this 
conference  to  begin  implementing  this  concern  (with 
the  suggested  title:  Temporary  Committee  on  Peace 
and  Sufferings); 

4.  To  make  a census  and  inventory  of  the  various  capaci- 
ties and  commitments  of  Friends  with  regard  to  the 

total  peace  program; 

5.  To  seek  to  serve  our  Young  Friends  faced  by  the  draft 

and  nurture  them  in  their  service  as  recommended  in 
the  accompanying  statement  of  a group  of  Young 

Friends  attending  this  conference; 

6.  To  give  our  assurance  to  groups  already  operating  in 
these  fields  of  our  support  and  to  hold  out  hope  that 
additional  efforts  are  developing; 

7.  To  call  soon  a smaller  implementing  conference  to 

carry  forward  our  concern; 

8.  To  arrange  regional  and  more  local  conferences  to 

carry  the  concern  of  this  conference  to  all  our  Religious 
Society. . 


Marriages: 

Margaret  Muskett  and  Walter  Lorenz,  6/24/50, 
836  Jervis  Street,  Vancouver,  B.C. 

Leta  Hoylind  and  Henry  Rochon,  6/30/50,  Van- 
couver, B.C. 

Marita  Johnson  and  Walter  Harris,  10/20/50, 
Seattle,  Wash. 

Births: 

Marian  Denice,  10/10/50,  to  Jennevieve  and  Orwin 
Westwick,  1745  Lincoln,  Berkeley,  Calif. 

Melanie  Hollister,  10/25/50,  to  Helen  and  Wil- 
liam Scott,  64  Kensington  Ave.,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Ann  Mary,  10/31/50,  to  Audrey  and  Ralph  Evans, 
1715  Jaynes  Street,  Berkeley,  Calif. 

Joanna,  11/6/50  to  Desiree  and  Edward  Brinton, 
Scripps  Institute  of  Oceanography,  La  Jolla,  Calif. 

Diana  May,  i 1/9/50,  to  Ingeborg  Hecht  and  Robert 
Cuba  Jones,  4433  Harrison  Street,  N.W.,  Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Kerry  Sue,  11/10/50,  to  Evelyn  and  George  Bur- 
cham,  Tracy,  Calif. 

John  Binford,  11/10/50,  to  Marian  and  Ed  Sanders, 
823  East  Longden,  Arcadia,  Calif. 
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CHRISTMAS 

"Christmas  is  coming,  the  geese  are  getting  fat, 
Please  to  put  a penny  in  an  old  man’s  hat; 

If  you  haven’t  got  a penny,  a ha’penny  will  do, 

If  you  don’t  have  a ha’penny,  God  Bless  You!” 

Christmas  is  a feeling,  an  atmosphere  of  gaiety 
and  special  family  fun.  Children  v/iil  remember 
forever  the  tree  they  helped  decorate,  even  though 
the  ornaments  aren’t  perfectly  spaced.  They  will 
relish  and  feel  utterly  expansive  in  sharing  the 
cookies  they  help  bake.  Wrapping  gifts — secrets 
— delicious  smells — music — feeling  closer  through 
the  family’s  own  celebration — these  are  the  essence 
of  Christmas.  Parents  at  Pacific  Oaks  have  been 
aware  of  the  need  to  protect  children  from  the  over- 
stimulation  and  over-commercialization  of  Christ- 
mas, of  the  need  to  balance  "What  do  I get?” 
with  "What  can  I give?” 

Within  the  nursery  school  Christmas  is  thought 
of  in  these  terms.  Santa  Claus  may  be  anyone — 
even  you — who  gives  presents  to  people  he  loves  at 
Christmas  time!  A Santa  Claus  suit  makes  the  dra- 
matic play  more  real.  Because  far-away  and  long- 
ago  is  an  idea  too  complex  for  pre-schoolers,  the 
Christmas  story  is  told  in  simplest  terms,  making 
universal  the  wonder  and  joy  of  a new-born  baby. 

When  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  have 
parents  among  us  to  help,  we  have  carried  out 
some  of  the  traditional  activities  of  the  Jewish 
Hanukah  which  falls  this  year  on  December  4th. 
Hanukah,  the  "Festival  of  Lights”,  comes  when  the 
short  days  of  Winter  begin  to  lengthen,  when  the 
sun  once  more  gives  men  assurance  that  Spring  is 
not  far  away. 

Evangeline  Burgess, 

Director  of  Pacific  Oaks  Nursery  School 


MAINLY  ABOUT  FEOFLS 

When  Horace  Alexander  (24  Rajpur  Road,  Delhi, 
India)  sent  out  a circular  letter  from  the  Quaker  Centre  in 
Delhi  he  felt  constrained  to  close  a Ions;  and  full  account 
of  his  useful  activity  of  meeting  people  in  times  and  places 
of  tension  by  trving  to  ma'-e  some  accounting  of  his  time. 
He  had  reported  the  World  Pacifist  Conference  which  he 
had  been  most  active  in  promoting  and  organizing:  the 
bringing  to  India  the  Civil  Service  International:  his  trying 
days  in  Bengal : his  starting  the  Delhi  Bird-Watching  Club 
in  whose  interests  as  well  as  h's  own  he  has  covered  much 
mountan  and  jungle  land:  and  he  had  told  his  answer  to 
the  Yorkshire  Fr-'end  Who  had  one  time  commented  criti- 
cally of  the  new-fangled  Quaker  Centres  that  he  would  like 
to  know  something  of  the  circumference.  To  this  Horace 
now  answered:  "The  circumference  of  the  Quaker  centre 
is  the  place  where  you  find  the  centre  worker.  It  may  be 
any  distance  from  the  centre  up  to  a 1,000  miles.  As  for 
the  centre,  that  runs  itself !”  Or,  more  briefly,  "Look  after 
the  circumference,  and  the  centre  will  look  after  itself.” 
The  letter  closes:  "One  day  an  English  fellow-traveler 
suddenly  asked  me:  'What  do  you  do?’  (He  had  somehow 
figured  out  that  I was  not  an  official,  or  a missionary,  or 
a business  man  and  these  are  the  only  things  an  English- 
man in  India  is  allowed  to  be.)  I was  tempted  to  say: 
'I  enjoy  myself.’  Or  I might  even  declare:  'I  try  to 
glorify  God  and  enjoy  him  for  ever.’  But  I suppose  that 
reply  would  be  hardly  decent.” 

* * * 

Recently  published  by  the  Yale  University  Press  is 
"Quakers  and  Slavery  in  America”,  a book  written  by 
Thomas  E.  Drake,  professor  of  History  at  Haverford  Col- 
lege, to  show  the  steps  taken  by  the  Quakers  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  United  States  'in  the  19th  century  "from  the 
first  dim  revelations  of  George  Fox  to  the  vision  of  John 
Woolman  and  John  Greenleaf  Whittier.”  The  announce- 
ment by  the  publisher  continues  to  indicate  that  in  addition 
to  work  in  Michigan  University  and  Yale,  Dr.  Drake 
received  a degree  from  Stanford.  It  fails  to  mention  that 
he  won  this  degree  and  a Phi  Beta  Kappa  key  in  spite 
of  his  college  roommate  (Arthur  Holmes,  Box  182,  Yose- 
mite,  Calif.,  who  provides  us  with  this  information)  and 
a next  door  dormitory  neighbor,  John  Way!  Thomas 
Drake  is  a Californian  and  well  known  to  Friends 
throughout  the  state.  His  mother  lives  in  San  Francisco. 


MEET 

UNIVERSITY  FRIENDS  MEETING  - SEATTLE 

The  Meeting  approved  two  projects  proposed  by  the 
Friends’  Center  Board.  The  first  of  these  was  to  land- 
scape the  grounds  with  the  advice  of  Bill  Yuroda,  who 
has  done  much  work  for  the  Meeting  in  the  past  and 
who  had  been  conferring  with  a committee  of  Ben  Darling, 
Margaret  Terrell,  Floyd  Schmoe  and  Wayne  Joyce.  The 
second  project  has  to  do  with  students  at  the  University. 
There  are  several  Friends  on  the  faculty  who  would  like 
to  know  and  be  known  by  students  who  are  Friends  or 
who  are  interested  in  Friends.  Robert  O’Brien  offered 
to  arrange  a simple  dinner  at  the  Meeting  House  to 
which  faculty  and  students  would  be  invited.  It  is  hoped 
that  an  informal  hour  for  each  Sunday  afternoon  may 
develop  . . . Monica  Brown  of  Vancouver,  B.C.,  is 
living  at  Friends  Center  while  attending  the  Library 
School  of  the  Univ.  of  Washington  . . . Dr.  Ralph  and 
Polly  Victor  are  newly  arrived  Friends  attending  Meet- 
ing. He  is  with  the  Securities  Cooperative  Group  and 
they  live  at  2214  - 72nd  Avenue,  S.E.  Mercer  Island. 
They  come  from  57th  Street  Meeting  in  Chicago  . . . 
Cora  and  Frederick  Elkington  have  purchased  a new 
home  in  Victoria,  B.C.,  where  both  are  active  in  Friends 
work  . . . Daisy  and  David  Priestman,  formerly  of  Dun- 
can, B.C.,  are  now  making  their  home  in  one  of  the 
Doukhobor  settlements  on  Vancouver  Island  . . . Emmett 
Gulley  plans  to  stay  on  with  his  work  with  the  Douk- 
hobors  until  June,  1951. 


INGS 

NORTHWESTERN  QUARTERLY  MEETING 

Northwestern  Quarterly  Meeting  was  held  October  28 
and  29  in  Victoria,  B.C.  The  highlight  of  this  gathering 
was  Emmett  Gulley’s  report  on  his  service  with  the 
Doukhobors  and  we  are  grateful  to  learn  of  the  better 
understanding  achieved  between  Canadian  officials  and 
this  isolated  group.  Seven  months  of  living  with  the 
Doukhobors,  studies  of  past  and  present  conditions,  con- 
tinuous attempts  to  clear  up  misunderstandings  with  the 
support  of  enlightened  and  concerned  Canadians  have 
done  much  towards  solving  a problem  which — at  the  out- 
set— seemed  nearly  hopeless. 

Another  stimulating  report  came  from  Ruth  Schmoe 
in  respect  to  her  husband’s  project  "Houses  for  Hiro- 
shima”. Nine  volunteers  of  four  races  and  two  religions 
had  been  instrumental  in  building  8 houses  in  Hiroshima 
and  5 in  Nagasaki.  We  were  thankful  for  this  example 
of  sharing  of  friendshop  between  many  countries. 

Other  items  of  interest  were:  the  location  for  Yearly 
Meeting  1951  to  be  decided  by  the  Y.M.  officers  in  con- 
sultation with  a committee  consisting  of  Dorothy  Lash, 
Hertha  Atkinson  and  Robert  Dann;  the  appointment  of 
Charles  R.  Coe  as  clerk,  Monica  Brown  as  assistant  clerk, 
and  Harold  Barton  as  treasurer;  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  Q.M.  sessions  to  two  a year,  the  next  to  be 
held  in  Salem,  Oregon  on  April  28  and  29,  1951. 

Victoria  Friends  displayed  their  usual  generous  hospi- 
tality which  made  us  soon  forget  the  discomfort  of  long 
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car  rides  and  overnight  ferry  trips,  whilst  the  memories 
of  a meeting  "in  the  things  that  are  eternal’’  and  of 
happy  fellowship  in  Friends’  homes  will  stay  with  us 
for  a long  time. 

Charles  R.  Coe,  Clerk 
1 7010  26th  Ave.,  N.E.,  Seattle  55,  Wash. 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  REGION,  A.F.S.C. 

The  Prison  Committee  of  the  Regional  Office  is  pio- 
neering a new  project  this  fall.  In  its  three  years  of  exist- 
ence it  has  developed  a casework  service  agency  of  San 
Francisco  county  jails  (The  Northern  California  Service 
League),  conducted  two  Institutional  Service  Units  in  San 
Bruno  County  Jail  and  organized  a year-round  handi- 
craft program  in  the  women’s  jail.  On  Friday  and 
Saturday,  November  17th  and  18th,  the  Prison  Committee 
held  an  Institute  on  "The  Dynamics  of  Punishment,”  con- 
sidering its  problems  and  alternatives  in  family,  school, 
business  and  correctional  institutions. 

Heading  a distinguished  faculty  was  Franz  Alexander, 
Director  of  the  Chicago  Institute  for  Psychoanalysis,  Pro- 
fessor of  Psychiatry  at  the  University  of  Chicago,  and 
author  of  "The  Roots  of  Crime”,  "Our  Age  of  Unreason”, 
"Psychosomatic  Medicine”.  Dr.  Alexander  has  just  re- 
turned from  a trip  to  France  where  he  attended  the 
International  Congress  of  Psychiatry  where  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  sections  on  psychotherapy  and  social  psychiatry. 
Dr.  Alexander  was  scheduled  to  give  three  lectures:  "What 
Punishment  Does”,  "Why  Men  Punish”  and  "Alterna- 
tives to  Punishment”. 


BERKELEY  MEETING 

Fifteen  parents  met  at  the  home  of  Russell  and  Mary 
Jorgenson  on  November  3 to  make  plans  for  the  First 
Day  School.  After  a period  of  silence  Mary  Jorgenson 
led  a discussion  on  "fear”  based  on  a chapter  of  the 
book  "The  Psychology  of  Christian  Personality”  by  Ernest 
Ligon.  Elizabeth  Jay,  Marge  and  George  Leavitt  gave 
reports  on  the  teaching  in  the  First  Day  School.  It  was 
agreed  that  a teaching  schedule  for  the  next  six  months 
should  be  posted  at  the  Meeting  House  and  published  in 
the  next  month’s  newsletter  ...  It  was  decided  that 
family  "Music  Nights”  be  held  at  the  Meeting  House 
on  first  and  third  Fridays  of  each  month,  beginning 
promptly  at  7:00  o’clock  . . . The  Meeting  House  needs 
a piano  and  a heater  and  would  appreciate  the  donation 
or  loan  of  either  . . . Political  and  Social  Action  Committee 
has  posted  a list  on  the  back  of  the  front  door  of  the 
Meeting  House  on  which  those  who  would  like  to  enter- 
tain foreign  students  in  their  homes  for  a meal  may  sign 
up.  A large  number  of  students  who  come  to  this  country 
to  school  spend  a year  or  more  without  even  being  in- 
vited to  an  American  home  . . . The  local  FM  broad- 
casting station,  KPFA,  has  had  to  go  off  the  air  due  to 
lack  of  funds.  They  are  now  conducting  a campaign  for 
funds.  KPFA  has  been  recommended  by  Consumers  Union 
as  the  outstanding  radio  station  of  the  country  and  is  one 
of  the  few  to  have  allowed  pacifists  to  present  their  views. 


JAPAN 

News  about  people  in  Japan  comes  from  the  Japan 
Desk  of  A.F.S.C.:  Neil  and  Venette  Hartman  are  carry- 
ing on  the  work  at  the  Neighborhood  Centre  at  Toyama 
Heights.  One  of  Neil’s  most  popular  activities  is  the 
leadership  of  the  weekly  folk  dancing  which  is  thronged 
with  young  people  from  the  community  and  the  dozens 
of  children  and  older  people  who  come  to  watch  the 
fun  . . . Grace  Imamoto,  who  has  helped  in  the 
development  of  the  children’s  and  young  people's  pro- 
grams in  Tokyo  is  scheduled  to  return  home  in  October. 
. . . Scheduled  for  return  in  November  are  Henry  and 
Edith  Perry  who  have  been  in  Japan  since  May  on  a 
visit  of  good  will  and  friendship  and  were  leaders  in  the 
International  Student  Seminar  held  at  Tsuda  College  in 
Tokyo.  They  come  home  through  India  and  Europe  . . . 
Edith  Sharpless  hopes  to  return  to  Japan  in  November 


to  assist  in  the  development  of  the  program  in  Mito.  Three 
to  five  others  may  leave  soon  for  the  expanding  program 
there  . . . Esther  Rhoads  continues  to  serve  as  the 
AFSC  representative  to  L.A.R.A.  in  addition  to  being  the 
senior  member  of  the  AFSC  team  in  Japan  and  being  the 
principal  of  the  Friends  Girls  School  in  Tokyo.  (This  is 
taken  from  a Philadelphia  A.F.S.C.  news  release!)  This 
fall  she  will  serve  as  tutoress  to  the  Crown  Prince  for 
two  hours  of  private  lessons  each  week.  Elizabeth  Gray 
Vining,  who  has  been  tutoring  and  teaching  full  time, 
returns  this  fall  and  Esther  is  taking  over  this  one  aspect 
of  her  work. 


YOUNG  FRIENDS  AND  THEIR  SCHOOLS 

At  the  large  conference  of  Friends  held  last  July  at 
Cape  May  there  were  a number  of  discussion  groups  for 
young  and  old.  One  held  particularly  for  young  Friends 
considered  Friends’  schools  and  a pointed  statement  was 
made.  Although  it  is  now  some  months  later  we  feel  this 
is  very  pertinent  for  Friends’  consideration,  particularly 
for  those  who  are  looking  forward  to  the  day  when  an- 
other school,  a Friends’  high  school,  may  be  developed 
on  the  west  coast. 


"A  particular  concern  arose  in  our  group  over  the  lag 
between  precept  and  practice  in  our  Friends  schools.  We 
realize  that  all  the  following  suggestions  may  not  apply 
to  all  Friends  schools.  However,  we  would  like  to  share 
the  results  of  our  discussion,  which  was  based  on  personal 
experience  in  various  Friends  schools.  We  think  that  the 
gap  between  precept  and  practice  in  our  Friends  schools 
is  caused  by  three  other  gaps  that  generally  exist: 

1.  between  students  and  faculty, 

2.  between  the  school  committee  and  the  school, 

3.  between  individual  Friends  and  the  schools  under 
their  care. 

"We  feel  the  following  suggestions  might  aid  in  closing 
these  gaps: 

"Concern  about  Quaker  education  might  be  stimulated 
by  study  of  the  Advices  and  Query  on  Education  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline. 

"School  committee  members  ought  to  keep  in  closer 
personal  contact  with  the  school  by  sharing  informally  in 
its  life. 

"Friends  ought  to  consider  the  basic  harmony  with 
Christ’s  gospel  of  the  principles  of  pacifism  and  non- 
discrimination among  races,  and  not  let  the  fear  of  finan- 
cial losses  hinder  the  strict  adherence  to  these  Friendly 
testimonies  in  our  schools. 

"Students,  faculty  and  Friends  ought  to  be  mutually 
aware  of  the  aims  of  Quaker  education,  and  the  students 
ought  to  be  given  a feeling  of  importance  in  attaining 
these  aims.  Students  might  be  helped  to  a fuller  sense 
of  responsibility  for  their  schools  by  being  allowed  to 
share  in  some  of  the  administrative  problems,  such  as 
finances. 

"There  seem  generally  to  be  strains  on  the  morale  in 
some  Friends  schools  because  of  administrative  policies 
toward  the  social  life  of  the  students.  Those  who  have 
oversight  of  these  matters  might  consider  whether  or  not 
the  techniques  they  are  using  are  those  most  in  keeping 
with  Friends’  principles,  and  which  at  the  same  time  are 
most  effective  in  maintaining  a wholesome  social  life 
on  the  school  campus. 

"Faculty  members  ought  to  pay  special  attention  to 
what  the  students  are  really  deriving  from  the  meeting  for 
worship;  and  be  careful  not  to  encumber  them  with  regula- 
tions that  detract  from  the  spirit  of  worship.  Students 
may  be  handicapped  in  true  worship  by  an  attitude  of  re- 
bellion caused  by  unnecessary  or  misunderstood  compul- 
sion.” 

Ruth  Harvey,  Harold  Burnham  and  Erika  Zintl 
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QUERIES  FOR  PEACEMAKERS 

How  may  we  qualify  ourselves  for  peacemaking 
in  a time  of  world  crisis? 

FAITH 

Do  you  believe  in  God  ? Do  you  believe  in  the 
great,  good,  eternal  Power,  who  is  not  mocked,  but 
moves  through  all  history  and  has  a design  for 
mankind?  If  I ground  my  life  in  the  love  and 
strength  of  God,  I can  meet  the  conditions  for 
peacemaking  in  a dangerous  world.  When  the  atom 
bomb  was  dropped  on  Bikini  in  1947,  I resolved 
to  live  wherever  my  tasks  might  take  me,  regardless 
of  atom  bombs.  I have  no  wish  to  die.  I much 
prefer  to  live,  in  these  exciting  times.  Yet  expecting 
to  die  in  any  case  I desire  to  live  according  to  my 
best  faith  and  aims.  If  you  and  I try  to  save  our 
lives,  we  will  lose  them;  if  we  are  ready  to  lose 
them  for  the  sake  of  truth,  we  will  save  them.  Do 
you  seek  for  the  guidance  of  God  in  each  act  of 
your  peace  witness? 

PURITY 

Have  you  examined  your  motives  for  peace- 
making to  see  if  they  are  really  pure  and  not  self- 
seeking?  A time  of  crisis  will  search  out  every 
false  motive  and  position  in  pacifists  as  well  as 
others.  Is  your  peace  position  not,  after  all,  a dis- 
guise for  something  else:  pride  at  being  different, 
more  intelligent,  more  righteous  than  other  people? 
squeamishness  at  seeing  blood  flow?  desire  to  avoid 
the  sacrifices  of  military  service?  selfish  love  of  a 
son,  brother,  husband,  and  desire  to  keep  him  out  of 
danger?  anger  at  militarists  and  an  imperfect  human 
society?  desire  for  power  and  position  on  one’s  own 
part? 

Is  your  relation  to  your  property  and  way  of 
livelihood  such  that  you  feel  free  to  live  and  act 
according  to  your  best  instincts  and  vision?  Is  your 
emotional  life  chaotic,  or  are  you  clear,  honest, 
responsible  and  true  in  your  relations  to  those  near- 
est you?  Are  you  master  of  your  appetites,  or  are 
you  bound  to  certain  indulgences,  as  tobacco,  alcohol, 
caffeine  drinks,  excessive  eating  or  other  gratifica- 
tions of- the  senses?  Consider  the  strange  fact,  that 
in  the  wretchedness  following  in  the  wake  of  the 
last  war,  cigarettes  were  valued  by  many  people 
even  more  than  food,  and  passed  for  money.  A 
shortage  of  many  things  seems  almost  certain  in  the 
years  ahead,  especially  for  the  U.S.  with  its  huge 
and  growing  commitments  all  over  the  globe  which 
are  certain  to  stretch  its  economy  to  the  limit.  Hoard- 
ing, or  trying  to  put  oneself  in  a better  position 
materially  than  one’s  neighbors  is  a form  of  steal- 
ing. Are  you  preparing  yourself  mentally  and  moral- 
ly for  such  conditions  as  may  come? 

KNOWLEDGE 

Are  you  trying  to  inform  yourself  on  world  con- 
ditions and  on  national  and  world  affairs?  Are  you 
learning  all  you  can  about  the  history,  culture  and 
contemporary  movements  of  China,  Mongolia,  Si- 


beria, Russia,  India,  Tibet,  Iran  and  the  many  other 
countries  of  the  world  whose  destinies  draw  ever 
closer  to  our  own  ? God  intrusts  power  and  responsi- 
bility to  those  who  are  wise  and  informed  as  well 
as  pure  in  heart.  Where  you  lack  adequate  informa- 
tion, do  you  refrain  from  decided  judgments  and 
opinions?  Do  you  look  at  circumstances  and  events 
chiefly  to  corroborate  an  opinion  already  formed, 
or  do  you  view  the  world  afresh  day  by  day,  seek- 
ing to  form  a new  and  clearer  judgment,  closer  to 
disinterested  truth? 

One  of  Gandhi’s  rules  for  action  in  Satyagraha 
was  that  of  "the  irreducible  minimum”: 

"For  in  Satyagraha  the  minimum  is  also  the  maximum, 

as  it  is  the  irreducible  minimum  there  is  no  question 

of  retreat.  The  only  possible  movement  is  advance.’’ 

This  is  a rule  which  American  peace  workers,  living 
in  a relatively  free  and  generous  society,  have  often 
failed  to  apply  to  American  conditions.  It  means 
limiting  our  differences,  in  the  stand  we  take  to  a 
minimum,  on  which  position  however  we  are 
willing  to  stake  everything,  including  life.  It  means 
conceding  all  we  can  to  the  claims  and  virtues  of 
our  society,  before  we  decide  we  must  take  a dif- 
ferent and  more  difficult  course.  Only  if  our 
righteousness  exceeds  that  of  patriots  and  soldiers, 
will  moral  power  flow  to  us. 

Refusing  to  participate  in  destructive  actions,  are 
you  ready  to  serve  wherever  you  can  in  constructive 
actions?  Are  you  prepared  to  give  as  much  for  the 
things  you  believe  in  as  others  give  for  the  things 
they  believe  in?  Do  you  "take  a stand”  because  it 
seems  right  and  neither  to  avoid  nor  to  court  civil 
disobedience?  Where  your  stand  separates  you  from 
your  society,  is  it  the  "irreducible  minimum”  of 
difference?  Are  you  prepared  to  stake  the  maximum 
upon  the  minimum:  to  risk  your  job,  security  of  your 
family,  even  your  life,  rather  than  retreat  from 
whatever  stand  you  do  take? 

If  you  are  above  draft  age,  do  you  recognize 
your  relative  freedom  from  those  sacrifices  which 
your  views,  if  followed,  may  bring  upon  younger 
persons  ? Do  you  allow  yourself  to  overbear  and 
over-influence  other  people,  to  their  later  disillusion 
and  reaction,  or  do  you  fully  respect  the  freedom 
of  conscience  and  moral  responsibility  of  everyone? 
Do  you  put  an  obstacle  in  your  neighbor’s  way  by 
being  so  disagreeable,  as  a non-cooperator,  that  he 
learns  to  dislike  the  whole  idea  of  pacifism;  or  does 
your  reasonableness  and  magnanimity  make  your 
peace  witness  attractive? 

Do  you  respect  the  position  and  sincerity  of 
public  officials  to  whom  you  make  requests  or 
representations?  Do  you  take  into  account  their 
own  limited  powers,  or  do  you  ask  of  them  things 
they  could  not  do  if  they  wished  to? 

LOVE 

Do  you  have  sympathy  and  love  for  the  actual 
people  in  the  world,  not  merely  for  the  vague 
generalization  known  as  "mankind”?  Do  you  try 
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to  bring  reconciliation  near  at  hand,  wherever  there 
are  differences,  before  trying  to  bring  it  far  away? 
Do  you  know  peace  and  love  in  yourself  before 
offering  them  to  others?  Are  you  thankful  for  all 
the  good  things  with  which  God  after  all  provides 
you?  Are  you  appreciative  of  as  much  peace,  order, 
friendliness,  generosity,  cooperation  and  good  will 
as  you  find  in  your  society?  Do  you  find  an  inner 
joy  and  satisfaction  in  whatever  you  are  led  to  do 
because  of  your  peace  witness,  regardless  of  its 
difficulty  or  of  its  apparent  results? 

Ferner  Nuhn 


PHOENIX  MEETING 

Eit  a Fraser  (1221  E.  Edgemont,  Phoenix,  Arizona)  is 
in  the  process  of  organizing  a First-Day  School  group 
which  usually  is  in  session  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
time  occupied  by  Meeting  for  Worship.  At  the  moment 
the  nucleus  of  this  school  group  consists  of  the  two 
Fraser  boys,  but  the  Meeting  is  welcoming  all  suggestions 
from  other  Meetings  for  recommended  literature  or  lesson 
material  with  pertinent  advice  on  its  use  . . . The  Meet- 
ing has  enjoyed  recent  visits  from  Mary  Perry,  enroute 
from  Richmond,  Indiana  to  Los  Angeles  and  from  Bob 
Vogel,  traveling  in  the  interests  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  . . . Tucson  and  Phoenix  Meetings 
planned  a late  November  joint  meeting  at  the  home  of 
Arthur  and  Gladys  Mills  in  Coolidge,  Arizona  a spot 
about  half-way  between  the  two  communities. 


MAINLY  ABOUT  PEOPLE 

From  the  Rural  Mailbox  (Stanley  Hamilton,  Rural  Life 
Association,  Quaker  Hill,  Rte.  28,  Richmond,  Indiana) 
these  notes  about  jobs  and  people:  "Celo,  North  Carolina, 
a mountain  community,  needs  an  additional  doctor.  Write 
Margaret  Calbeck.  . . . Three  splendid  young  couples  are 
available.  Two  of  them  want  to  farm.  One  has  some 
machinery.  One  has  dairy  experience.  The  third  couple 
wants  to  combine  rural  teaching  with  small  scale  farming. 
Two  of  the  families  are  Quakers;  one  belongs  to  the 
Disciples  Church.  Any  suggestions?” 

❖ ^ ❖ 

Ralph  Borsodi  and  Mrs.  Clare  Kittredge  of  Dayton, 
Ohio  were  married  on  September  6.  They  have  been  pre- 
sented with  a membership  in  the  Melbourne  Village  Home- 
stead, Melbourne,  Florida  where  they  are  building  a new 
home  and  homestead,  moving  Ralph’s  linotype  from  Suffern 
and  looking  forward  to  completing  Education  and  Ideology. 
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